SPIRITUAL   ORIENTATION
the deliberate intention of the new, Liberal school of thought that it should be so The State was regarded as a mere device for keeping clear the ring for the struggle of conflicting self-interests Any collective expression of a common faith or personality, such as the Church had supplied during the Middle Ages, and as Fascism and Bolshevism are attempting, each in its fashion, to supply to-day, was anathema to thinkers like Macaulay and the Mills, to statesmen like Melbourne and Lord John Russell
Newman, who possessed incomparably the clearest and most powerful intellect of any Victorian theologian, and who, with the "bright and beautiful" Hurrell Froude, constituted the brains of the movement, formulated the philosophy of Liberalism in a series of very lucid propositions, and his own, by implication, as the exact contrary He held, like Mussolini and Lenin, no less than Hildebrand and the Schoolmen, that there is such a thing as a national or state conscience, and that the civil power has a positive duty to maintain religious truth, which amounts to saying that its first responsibility is for a nation's spiritual orientation No doubt it is open to anyone to hold, as the Low Church did of the Catholics, that the religion of Fascist Caesarism or Bolshevist materialism is that of Anti-Christ, but that would merely prove that the Devil's disciples are going to work on sounder principles than those of God
The Oxford Movement is a flat contradiction of the then dominant idea that, as Newman put it," education, periodical literature, railroad travelling, ventilation, drainage, and the arts of life, when fully carried out, serve to make a population moral and happy "9. or that "utility and expedience are the measure of J political duty "    The Evangelicals had laid it down that a man's first duty was to get right with God The Tractarians went a step further in applying this